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Oakdale Electric Holds 85th Annual Meeting

Oakdale Electric Cooperative’s rescheduled
85th Annual Meeting was held on Tuesday,
August 4, at Oakdale Electric Cooperative. Due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s meeting
agenda was kept to essential business only to
streamline the program.

To ensure the safety of all in attendance masks
were required, those in attendance practiced
social distancing, and the registration table had
a plexiglass barrier.

The co-op’s board of directors authorized voting
for this year’s director elections to be conducted
by mail-in ballots, and a staggering 1,200 ballots
were returned by the August 1 deadline. In-person voting was also permitted. Mail-in ballots were first
opened and tallied at the start of the meeting.

Colleen Woggon tallies the votes.

Incumbent director Bob Hess was up for re-
election and retained his position. In a two-way
contested race, Robin Craker was elected to
represent district seven. Both directors will serve a
three-year term. Pat Christensen assists with mailings.

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/county.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/county.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/data.htm


Left to Right: General Manager, Chris Tackmann, Robert Hess, Jonathan Williams, James Van Wychen, Gregory
Eirschele, Martin Potter, Robin Craker, Rick Barrett 

At the reorganizational meeting, all officer positions remained unchanged. They are as follows: board
chairman, Rick Barrett; vice chairman, Gregory Eirschele; secretary, Jonathan Williams; treasurer,
James Van Wychen; assistant secretary, Cherlyn Moseley; DPC director, Robert Hess; and alternate
DPC director, Rick Barrett.

Attorney Drew Parrish also presented a proposed bylaw amendment, which was approved by the
membership.

Clark Electric Cooperative Holds Annual Meeting

Clark Electric Cooperative hosted a scaled-back annual meeting last week. Due to the pandemic, the
original annual meeting was postponed from April 14, 2020, to date July 29, 2020, and was held at the
cooperative’s headquarters, instead of the regular venue, which is the Loyal Legion Hall.

The meeting was moved to the headquarters to allow for a more “open air” venue, with the garage doors
open to help circulate the air. Masks or face shields were worn and hand sanitizer was provided to
attendees. The business meeting was designed to be short.

The cooperative did not meet the quorum of 50 members, so no business was conducted. Board
President Herman Seebandt and CEO and General Manager Tim Stewart delivered remarks for the
members in attendance. The directors will remain the same, and elections will be held at the next annual
meeting.

Opponents of Cardinal-Hickory Line Accuse PSC Commissioner
of Bias, Again

Environmentalists opposing two projects in which Dairyland Power Cooperative has a vested interest are
launching another attack at a PSC commissioner who voted to approve the projects. Months after
resigning from the commission, former commissioner Mike Huebsch applied for the job of chief executive
officer of Dairyland Power Cooperative, which opponents claim shows bias, even though he was not hired
for the position.

The commission unanimously approved the $492 million Cardinal-Hickory Creek transmission line and
approved the $700 million Nemadji Trail natural gas plant by a vote of 2–1.
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The Driftless Area Land Conservancy, which is challenging the Cardinal Hickory project, previously
accused Chairwoman Rebecca Valcq of bias, since she had worked for WEC Energy Group, the majority
owner of ATC. Valcq is an appointee of Governor Tony Evers. Huebsch was appointed by Governor Scott
Walker.

Wisconsin law prohibits former state officials from profiting off their positions to aid private interests, but
does not bar them from seeking employment in their field of expertise, including industries in which they
had oversight.

Phil Montgomery, a retired Republican legislator who also served as PSC chairman under Walker,
described Huebsch as an honorable public servant who deserves to be able to earn a living using the
skills he gained as a regulator.

NRECA Challenges FCC Decision to Open Up Access to 6 GHz
Band
The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) is suing the Federal Communications
Commission over the decision to open up access to the radio band historically dedicated to utilities, public
safety personnel, and law enforcement for critical operations. The FCC decision is intended to improve
Wi-Fi access for some users, but may come at the risk of public health and safety.

The FCC's decision increases the amount of spectrum available for Wi-Fi by a factor of nearly five,
creating greater capacity to support more devices and faster speeds, but an influx of new unlicensed
users on the 6 GHz band would create an "unreasonably high" potential for radio frequency interference
that could disrupt communications systems that underpin the safety and reliability of the grid, according to
the legal challenge.

“We had urged the FCC to reconsider its decision allowing unlicensed users access to the 6 gigahertz
band, given that research shows how utilities—especially rural electric cooperatives—would suffer from
interference on this vital communication resource," said Brian O'Hara, NRECA senior director for telecom
and broadband regulatory issues. “The commission's move leaves us little choice but to find a remedy in
court."

NRECA, the Utilities Technology Council, and the American Public Power Association filed suit on July 27
to find the FCC's rule outside the law for allowing unlicensed, low-power indoor devices that connect to
the internet, such as an in-home router, to operate on the band to the detriment of critical infrastructure
and public safety communications.

The utility groups claim the FCC lacks data on how very low-power indoor devices would impact the
spectrum. The commission remains without sufficient safeguards or data on crucial communication
interference as it prepares to allow greater access, they said.

In April, the FCC approved opening the 6 GHz band (5.925–7.125 GHz) by 1,200 megahertz of spectrum
for the “next generation of Wi-Fi."

Illinois Bribery Case Could Lead to Restrictions on All State
Utilities

Illinois consumer groups want all of the state’s utilities to comply with restrictions to avoid a repeat of the 
recent utility-related corruption.

Last month, July, Commonwealth Edison (ComEd) entered a deferred prosecution agreement with 
federal authorities in which the company admitted to giving jobs, lobbying contracts, and other benefits to 
close associates of Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan in an effort to gain his favor on legislation 
that benefited the company. Madigan maintains there was no wrongdoing.

Under the agreement, ComEd agreed to pay a $200 million fine and enact a number of internal reforms 
aimed at ensuring this type of misconduct will not happen in the future. The reforms include tracking and 
reporting anything of value that is requested, solicited, or provided to public officials, including hiring 
requests; establishing a monitoring process for all third-party political lobbying and consulting; prohibiting 
subcontracting of third-party lobbyists and political consultants; mandating that all third-party lobbying and 
consulting contracts be approved by a corporate compliance and ethics officer; and requiring ongoing 
monitoring of all third-party lobbyists and political consultants to ensure they are actually providing work 
that benefits the business.

Consumer groups are pushing to have the reforms extended to all state utilities
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Barb Nick Joins ALLETE Board of Directors

Barb Nick, who recently retired as president and CEO of Dairyland Power
Cooperative, was elected to serve on ALLETE’s board of directors this week.
Headquartered in Duluth, ALLETE, Inc. is an energy company which
includes Minnesota Power and Superior Water and Light and Power of
Wisconsin. ALLETE also owns ALLETE Clean Energy and BNI Energy in
Bismarck, North Dakota, and has an 8 percent equity interest in the
American Transmission Company.

Nick served as president and CEO of Dairyland Power Cooperative for the
past five-and-a-half years, where she oversaw an energy diversification
strategy and the proposal of the Nemadji Trail electric natural gas generation
plant, which is a joint partnership between Dairyland and Minnesota Power, a
subsidiary of ALLETE.

“We are fortunate and excited to welcome someone of Barb’s caliber to our board,” said Al Hodnik,
executive chairman of the ALLETE board. “Barb’s extensive IOU and cooperative energy industry and
strategic planning experience, focus on corporate culture and talent development, and demonstrated
ability to partner with a diverse set of stakeholders makes her a natural fit for ALLETE.”

Touchstone Energy Announces Jana Adams as Next Executive
Director

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives announced this week the selection of Jana Adams to serve as
executive director. Adams comes to Touchstone from the American Wind Energy Association (AWEA),
where she most recently served as senior vice president overseeing business operations and marketing
strategies.

In her new role, Adams will provide strategic and operational leadership to the national brand and
leverage resources across the electric cooperative network to promote Touchstone Energy's mission.

“We set a high standard of performance through the Touchstone Energy brand and programs," said
Touchstone Energy Interim Executive Director Jeffrey Connor. "Jana understands our mission and
appreciates our deep culture of member service. She brings experience and an optimistic vision to this
important role. Hiring Jana sends a strong signal—we’re ready for an exciting new chapter as Touchstone
Energy continues to meet our members’ changing needs.”

Adams officially begins on August 24.

Wisconsin Farm Support Program Seeks Applicants for
Remaining Funds

The $50 million Wisconsin Farm Support Program still has $8.4 million available to support agricultural
producers who have been impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. The Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) is reopening the application period to run from
August 10 through August 24, 2020.

Producers of any commodity are eligible to apply if they:

Had gross income from farming between $10,000–$5 million in 2019, and
Did not receive a payment in the first round of the program.

The Wisconsin Farm Support Program provides direct payments to support Wisconsin farmers who have 
faced financial challenges as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Following the first round of the program 
in June, $41.6 million was distributed to nearly 12,000 farmers in 71 Wisconsin counties.

The next round of payments is expected to be issued by the Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) in 
mid-September. The specific amount producers will receive will be determined once the application 
period closes.

The application will be available on August 10 at  https://tap.revenue.wi.gov/farm
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COVID-19 Watch: No End in Sight

The major spike in new cases of Covid-19 has leveled off in recent days, but
the state is still seeing more than 800 new cases each day, on average. The
statewide mask mandate remains in effect until September 28. The most
populated counties continue to see the greatest impact, but many rural
counties are also seeing increased numbers.

The “epi-curve” above shows the overall activity of the virus by identifying cases by date of symptom
onset, when possible. Click here to filter the data by county.
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David Chavie was on a service call at the home of JoAnne Christiansen nine years ago, when he shared
the story of the struggle he and his wife were having to conceive a child. Christianson took his hand and
prayed with him.

Recently, Chavie returned to the home to help Christiansen, who had concerns about her high electric bill.
Remembering their first encounter, Chavie shared that the power of prayer worked. One month after his
visit, his wife was pregnant with their beautiful baby girl.

Chavie then paid Christiansen’s $300 electric bill.

Watch the full story here: https://www.weau.com/2020/08/05/power-of-prayer-unites-two-strangers/

Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Watch It: Restored Hope in Humanity

In a year full of disappointments, the actions of a Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services worker
has prompted a feature story shared by news outlets including WEAU in Eau Claire.
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